
 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

We are students, faculty, staff and friends of the University, called together to grow and support 

each other in our faith in Christ Jesus, through the Roman Catholic Church He instituted. 

Request 

The Catholic Student Center requests a grant of $1,500 from the Harry S. and Isabel C. Cameron 

Foundation to help with program costs for the 2003-2004 school year. 

Affiliation and Awards 

The Catholic Student Center (CSC) is a service of the Office of Young Adult and Campus 

Ministry of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, 

Texas (Walker County).  The Center is served by neighboring St. Thomas the Apostle parish. 

Huntsville is the northernmost post of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston, located seventy miles 

north of Houston. 

The Center has been the winner of Sam Houston State University’s Sammy Award for Most 

Outstanding Religious Organization for four years in a row. 

The University and its Student Population 

Sam Houston State University was founded in 1879 and today has an enrollment of over 13,000 

students.  It boats ninety-one undergraduate programs, seventy-six Master’s programs, and three 

doctoral programs (Criminal Justice, Educational Leadership, and Forensic Psychology).  All 

freshmen are required to live on campus, and the school offers an active athletic program and a 

Greek system for their enjoyment.  The campus has the intimacy and charm of a small Texas 

town, within easy driving distance of the cultural amenities of Houston and Dallas. 

The university has one of the most diverse student bodies in the state of Texas.  According to the 

University’s Office of Institutional Research, 58% of students are male and 42% female.  

Seventy-five percent are white, 14% African American, 9% Hispanic, 1% Asian, 1% 

international, and 1% Native American.  It is estimated that approximately 2,600 students are 

Catholic.  About 75-100 regularly attend the Student Mass each Sunday, and approximately 350 

students participate in one or more activities of the CSC each year. 

History and Leadership of the CSC 

Before the Catholic Student Center or St. Thomas the Apostle parish existed, Catholic priests 

would travel to Huntsville from Houston or Galveston to visit prison inmates.  In 1910, Rev. 

Peter Tonson, an Oblate Immaculate priest, was appointed permanent chaplain for the Huntsville 

prisons.   

During World War II, Rev. Herman Vincent came to Huntsville to visit German POWs, and 

offered daily Mass for the town’s small Catholic community on the campus of Sam Houston 

State University.  This small community later purchased land at the corner of 17th Street and 

Avenue N, which had previously been home to a Protestant church and is now home to St. 

Thomas parish.  Fr. Vincent was one of the first sponsors of the Catholic Youth Organization 

(CYO) at Sam Houston State in 1943. The group’s purpose was to “further the cause of religion,  

 

Catholic Student Center 
at SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY 

 

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF FAITH AND SERVICE 

 
 



 

to promote the welfare of the community, to encourage and promote entertainment, and to 

organize the Catholic youth of the campus.” 

The fledgling CYO was renamed the Newman Club in 1947 and Rev. George Rhien became 

chaplain.  The Newman Club described itself as an organization for “Catholic culture and 

fellowship and was active throughout the 1950s. 

In the early 1960s, the Newman Club redefined its objective: “to act as a bridge for students 

between college and Catholic education.”  Fr. James Cronin became pastor of St. Thomas and 

chaplain for the CYO in 1963.  He proved to be a strong leader and helped the group understand 

the changes of Vatican Council II.   

The Club continued to grow throughout the 1970s and 1980s. The Newman Club also changed 

its named to the Catholic Student Association in the 1980s and the present-day Catholic Student 

Center was built in 1990.  The current pastor of St. Thomas and CSC chaplain, Rev. Steven 

Payne, arrived in 1996. 

In July 2002, Joseph Magee, Ph.D. was appointed CSC Director. Before coming to the CSC, Dr. 

Magee taught philosophy for two years at the University of Saint Thomas in Houston. Dr. Magee 

earned his B.A. in philosophy at the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology in Berkeley, 

California, while a seminary student and a Dominican Friar.  After the expiration of his 

temporary vows, he moved to Houston to pursue graduate studies in Thomistic philosophy at the 

Center for Thomistic Studies at the University of Saint Thomas.  He earned his M.A. in 1993, 

and his Ph.D. in philosophy in 1999. He has been married to Maria Fontana Magee since 

1994. 

Peer Ministry at the CSC 

The ministry of the Catholic Student Center has been enhanced and enriched through the 

generous service of a group of dedicated students, the Peer Ministers.  Participating students gain 

valuable experience in their respective ministries and acquire leadership skills.  The peer 

ministries are: Hospitality, Liturgy, Music, Social Justice/Service, Recreation, and Prayer & 

Spirituality. 

Activities of the CSC 

The CSC’s primary objective is to lead students closer to God.  Students are encouraged to 

attend evening Mass at St. Thomas each Tuesday, following Eucharistic Adoration and 

Benediction, and Fr. Payne celebrates Mass in the CSC Chapel each Thursday evening. About 

75- 100 students regularly attend the Student Mass each Sunday evening at St. Thomas, which is 

followed by a free dinner in the CSC.  Under the guidance of the Hospitality Peer Minister, 

students take turns being “guest chefs.”  Students serve at Sunday Mass as altar servers, lectors, 

ushers, and Eucharistic ministers under the leadership of the Liturgy Peer Minister.  A student 

choir leads the congregation in a mix of traditional hymns and contemporary “Praise and 

Worship” music, coordinated by the Music Peer Minister. 

There are a variety of activities throughout the week to help students make their faith an 

everyday practice, and to bring together young Catholics in fun and fellowship. The Prayer & 

Spirituality Peer Minister leads some of these activities; all classes are taught by the Director of 

the Center. Religious activities include the Friends in the Lord Vocation Discernment Group, 

Catholicism 101 classes in the basics of the faith, a follow-up study group called A Deeper Look 

at Faith, Bible study, review of the Sunday readings, Praise and Worship sing-along, and  
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recitation of the Rosary. Confirmation preparation is also available for those students who wish 

to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Several students in past years have availed themselves 

of this unique opportunity to grow in grace and commitment to the Lord. 

Once a year, students take part in an “Awakening” retreat. This is a 3-day program based loosely 

on the Cursillo and Search programs for college students.  The retreat is open to any 

denomination and is centered on the Catholic Teachings. It has proven to be a powerful tool for 

Christianity; a turning point to many lives.  

CSC students carry their faith into the community by participating in interfaith dialogue on 

campus and through various community service projects. Many students volunteer at the Good 

Shepherd Mission, a home for battered women, or at one of the nursing homes in Huntsville.  

The Social Justice/Service Peer Minister identifies additional opportunities for service. 

The Recreation Prayer Minister is “fun captain” for the Center.  She coordinates social activities 

such as movie nights, bowling, game nights, and an intramural flag football program.  The 

Center’s Team, “The Cardinals,” play on Sunday evenings.  Students also design a Catholic-

themed float for the university’s annual Homecoming parade. 

Financial Information 

 The Center’s annual operating budget is $85,000.  The Center receives a partial subsidy from the 

Diocese of Galveston-Houston, but must raise the difference each year to meet its programming 

commitments.  Students engage in a variety of fund-raising activities throughout the year, 

including dinners, car washed, and tee-shirt sales.  Modest retreat fees also generate some 

income for the Center, although no students are turned away from a retreat if they are unable to 

pay.  Last year, the Center was able to offer retreat scholarships for several students. 

The CSC must submit monthly expense reports to the Diocese to ensure prudent use of funds.  

Donors receive the CSC newsletter that highlights activities and promotes upcoming events.  The 

Center also seeks in-kind donations, particularly of food, from area merchants. 

Conclusion 

The Catholic Student Center at Sam Houston State University has been serving Huntsville 

students for sixty years.  Please help us celebrate this momentous anniversary by making a grant 

of $1500 so we can expand our ministry and reach out to more young people.  College campus 

ministry is forming the Catholic leaders of tomorrow. 
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November 26, 2003 

Harry S. & Isabel C. Cameron Foundation 

c/o Diane Guiberteau, Trust Officer 

Bank of America, N.A. 

P.O. Box 2518 

Houston, TX 77252-2518 

 

Dear Ms. Guiberteau: 

Please find attached a grant request for $1,500 towards the campus ministry program at Sam 

Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas.  This year is the 60th anniversary of campus 

ministry at Sam Houston State.  The Catholic Student Center on campus is a ministry of the 

Diocese of Galveston-Houston and receives a partial subsidy from the Diocese; however, we 

must fund raise the difference each year to meet the needs of the students we serve. 

The Catholic Student Center (CSC) is composed of students, faculty, staff and friends of the 

University, called together to grow and support each other in our faith in Christ Jesus, through 

the Roman Catholic Church He instituted.  Our Chaplain is Fr. Stephen Payne, pastor of the 

neighboring St. Thomas the Apostle Church.  This parish is the northernmost post of the Diocese 

of Galveston-Houston. 

The CSC offers a variety of spiritual and social activities for Catholic students at Sam Houston.  

Spiritual activities include Mass, a weekly dinner, the Rosary, Bible Study, Praise and Worship 

music, classes in the basics of the Catholic faith, retreats, and community service.  Students also 

participate in recreational activities such as intramural flag football, movie nights, and 

excursions. Peer ministers coordinate the various activities, which gives the students in the 

ministry positions an excellent opportunity to learn leadership and responsibility. 

Sam Houston State University has a student body of over 13,000 students, and all freshmen are 

required to live on campus.  Huntsville is a small town; in fact, the student population and the 

prisoners of the town’s seven units vastly outnumber other residents.  Catholics are a minority in 

town and on campus.  There are not many venues for young people in town.  The CSC provides 

a much-needed place for students to kindle their faith, form lasting friendships, and engage in 

safe, wholesome activities. 

I hope that the Cameron Foundation will consider making a grant of $1,500 to the Catholic 

Student Center to help us cover the costs of spiritual and recreational activities for the 2003-2004 

school year.  If you would like additional information, please contact me at (936) 291-2620. 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph M. Magee, Ph.D. 

Director  


