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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
A NEW PARTNERSHIP TO PROTECT CHILDREN AGAINST CANCER-CAUSING VIRUSES 

 
HOUSTON (March 9, 2022) Spring Branch Community Health Center (SBCHC) has been selected 

as a Collaborating Organization by The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center for their 

HPV (Human Papillomavirus) Vaccination Initiative. SBCHC is one of only five organizations 

chosen for Cycle 2 of the initiative, and the only Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) 

among the program’s participants. By joining forces with the cancer center, SBCHC aims to 

increase the percentage of Texas youth (ages 9-17) who have completed the recommended 

HPV vaccine series according to national guidelines. Because of COVID-19, many young people 

have fallen behind or missed their recommended vaccinations, and HPV vaccination rates have 

dipped at the same time the recommended age for vaccination was lowered. Through this 

initiative, SBCHC and MD Anderson are teaming up to increase the rate of early and completed 

HPV vaccination throughout West Houston. 

 

SBCHC will also partner with The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston 

(UTHealth) “All for Them” initiative to go out into the community in order to provide education 

about the importance of being vaccinated and to administer HPV vaccines in local middle 

schools.  

 

“We are very excited to work with these leaders in cancer prevention and public health, MD 

Anderson and UT Health. Our long experience in the community gives us the unique ability to 

extend the reach of this initiative to area children who otherwise would have limited access to 

these life-saving vaccines. We are grateful to be chosen to collaborate with partners with 
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world-class expertise to improve HPV vaccination rates in the Houston community,” says SBCHC 

CEO, Marlen J. Trujillo, Ph.D. 

 

As part of the initiative, SBCHC will also work with other Collaborating Organizations, such as UT 

Medical Branch, University of North Texas Health Science Center, and CentroMed in San 

Antonio, to share strategies, methods and measures of success. 

 

According the Centers for Disease Control, HPV is extremely prevalent in adults and the cause 

of almost all cervical cancer. It can lead, however, to other kinds of cancers in both women and 

men later in life. After HPV infection, it can take years or even decades for cancer to develop, 

but it is impossible to know who will develop cancer or other health problems because of it. 

HPV vaccination at ages 11-12 prevents over 90% of these cancers, but the vaccine is approved 

for children as young as 9 years old. For more information, visit 

https://www.cdc.gov/hpv/parents/about-hpv.html. 

 

ABOUT SPRING BRANCH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

Spring Branch Community Health Center (“SBCHC”) is a 501c(3) non-profit, Federally Qualified Health 
Center (“FQHC”) dedicated to promoting public health by providing quality health services to uninsured 
and underinsured residents of Houston. The agency’s Mission is "to increase the number of healthy 
families in our community by providing high quality, comprehensive health services." Established 
seventeen years ago by a coalition of community supporters to take strategic action to reduce area 
healthcare disparities, SBCHC opened their first clinic in May 2004 and by 2005 was designated an FQHC. 
In December 2012, SBCHC joined the elite 10% of national FQHCs that hold both Joint Commission Gold 
Seal Accreditation and Patient-Centered Medical Home certifications. SBCHC is the primary FQHC in the 
West and Northwest areas of Houston, and currently operates seven health centers and a Mobile Health 
Unit to provide culturally competent, linguistically appropriate, patient-centered medical, dental, 
behavioral health and Housing Support services to residents in need. For more information, visit 
www.sbchc.net. 
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