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Dear NAME, 

What does it take for a man to want to be a priest and enter the seminary, or a woman to want to be 
sister or nun? Courage, generosity, prayer. God's grace and His invitation to explore a special call.  

But it also takes a family and parish community that values priests and religious sisters and brothers, that 
witnesses to the joy of following God’s call by living their own vocation to holiness in sacramental 
marriage. These everyday Catholics encourage young people, their children, to consider religious 
vocations. And with their prayers they support the courage and generosity necessary to answer God’s call. 

As Pope Francis tells us: No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A vocation 
flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of faithful people. 

I urge all the faithful to assume their responsibility for the care and discernment 
of vocations. . .. The Christian community is always present in the discernment of 
vocations, in their formation and in their perseverance. 

My name is Rhonda Gruenewald, and that is why I started Vocation Ministry: To 
inspire and equip educators and parish vocation promoters with effective 
hands-on, easy to implement tools to prepare, encourage and care for vocations 
to the priesthood, consecrated religious life, and holy sacramental marriage. 

And these efforts are having an effect. 

When I was invited in 2016 to the Diocese of Peoria, Illinois, to 
share my insights and inspiration with priests and parishioners 
of the diocese, there were nine young men in seminary studying 
for the priesthood. Now, six years later, there are twenty-one. 
Ultimately, a call to the priesthood arises from the mystery of 
God’s loving designs for us, but He invites us, His children, to 
cooperate with His designs, and the people of the diocese of 
Peoria have been blessed to see their cooperation bear fruit. 

It is a story repeated in over 50 dioceses, 4000 parishes and 50 schools across the United States and 
Canada, but it is a story that needs to, and can, be repeated in many more, with many, many more 
young people responding to God’s call to enter the seminary or religious life. The success of these 
stories is made possible by the prayers and generous contributions of faithful Catholics like you. 

Please consider making a one -time or recurr ing gift  of $20, $50 ,  $100, or more to help us 

prepare the soi l  for more vocations .  And of course,  please continue to pray for vocations!  

Without the support of people like you, Vocation Ministry would not be able reach as many faithful Catholics 

with the message and tools they need to support those discerning their vocations. I thank you in advance for 

your generosity. Together, we can do our part to grow the number of priests and religious in our Church. 

Yours in Christ, His Blessed Mother and Saint Alphonsus Liguori, 

Rhonda Gruenwald 
Rhonda Gruenwald 


