
 

The Hildebrand Project proudly announces the  
9th Annual Summer Seminar 

The Care of the Soul 
Re-Thinking Virtue in the 

Contemporary World 
July 5-11, 2019 | Franciscan University of Steubenville 

 

Socrates says that he wanted to help his fellow Athenians to “take care 
of their souls.” He wanted them to think of the moral life not in terms 
of the wealth and prestige they could gain from it, but in terms of how 
their souls were formed or deformed by it. He wanted them, before all 
else, to cultivate moral virtue and good moral character in themselves.  
He stands at the origin of a rich tradition of thought about virtue.  

We will consider the answers offered by Max Scheler, Dietrich von 
Hildebrand, Karol Wojtyla, and other early personalists in dialogue with 
other voices in our tradition, from Plato, Aristotle, Augustine and 
Aquinas to more recent figures as Kierkegaard, Buber, Soloveitchik, and 
Foucault. The seminar assumes no previous knowledge of these 
works, and is open to all intellectually serious men and women.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL TRACKS: Education & the Virtues -  
Virtue & Gender - Leadership Track 

FORMAT 

The Hildebrand Project’s annual Summer Seminar is an 
intensive immersion program in the philosophy of 
Dietrich von Hildebrand. Since 2011, it has brought 
together students, scholars, and professionals who wish 
to understand the contributions of Hildebrand and the 
broader traditions he represents (notably Christian 
personalism and realist phenomenology) in addressing 
both perennial and pressing philosophical questions. 
The seminar offers both introductory and advanced 
sessions for both new and advanced students. 

ROOM, BOARD, AND TRAVEL 

The seminar will be held on the campus of Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, where participants will be 
lodged in university housing. All costs for room and 
board are included in the seminar fee.  Travel to and 
from Pittsburgh International Airport will be provided. 
Parking will be available on campus for those who drive. 

HOW TO APPLY 

The seminar is open to anyone who wishes to 
deepen their understanding of the human person in 
light of Christian Personalism. 

The application process is based on interest but space 
is limited. Financial assistance is available to  
early applicants. For more information  
consult https://hildebrandproject.org/events  

In this seminar, we invite participants to ask:   

• What is it to be a person of integrity?  

• What does it mean to have a well-formed 
character?  

• Why is it so vital for one to live an authentic 
existence?  

• Since authenticity was not mentioned by 
ancient and medieval authors, is it a real 
virtue?  

• If so, what does it consist in, and how does 
it fit in with the classical and the Christian 
virtues? 

FACULTY  

Rocco Buttiglione is a philosopher, statesman, and 
leading European public intellectual. He was a beloved 
friend and trusted collaborator of Pope St. John Paul II, 
and is an authority on his philosophical anthropology.  

John F. Crosby is Professor and Director of the MA 
Program in Philosophy at Franciscan University. He 
has published extensively on the philosophy of the 
human person, and was a student and friend of Dietrich 
von Hildebrand.  

John Henry Crosby is a translator, writer, and cultural 
entrepreneur. Under his leadership, the Hildebrand 
Project has become the world’s leading organization 
dedicated to Dietrich von Hildebrand’s legacy.  

Rabbi Mark Gottlieb is Senior Director of the Tikvah 
Fund and founding Dean of the Tikvah Institute for 
High School Students at Yale University. 

Christopher T. Haley is Director of Publications and 
Marketing at the Hildebrand Project, where he 
manages the Hildebrand Press and communicates 
Hildebrand’s philosophical witness to new audiences.  

Josef Seifert received his doctorate in philosophy from 
the University of Salzburg in 1969 and, his habilitation 
from the University of Munich (Privatdozent) in 1975. 
From an early age, he knew Hildebrand personally as a 
close family friend. He is the author of many books, and 
Europe's leading student and teacher of Hildebrand's 
philosophy. 

https://hildebrandproject.org/events

