
 

What Is Philosophy? 
The Hildebrand Project proudly 

announces the publication of a 

new, comprehensive edition of 

Dietrich von Hildebrand’s  

timeless classic What Is 

Philosophy? 

Introduced by Robert Sokolowski, 

this new volume presents the 

author’s most significant and 

nuanced defense of realist 

phenomenology. 

Knowledge constitutes a wholly incomparable contact: One being 

touches another, possesses it in an immaterial manner. This 

contact is not, like a merely causal contact, possible between 

different objects of any kind. Rather, it necessarily presupposes 

that one being is a personal subject, a conscious being. (p. 12) 

By contrasting genuine knowledge to the idealist conception 

by which the mind constitutes its objects, Hildebrand forcefully 

argues that the receptivity characteristic of knowledge allows 

the conscious subject to discover the object on its own terms. 

From this probing exploration of knowledge in general, the 

author goes on to describe its summit in philosophical 

knowledge, which, as Sokolowski writes “reaches a climax with 

his distinction between notional and contemplative knowing.” 

What Is Philosophy? is an essential volume for anyone seeking 

to understand the epistemological underpinnings of 

Hildebrand’s unique insights into phenomenology and his 

Christian personalism.  

The Hildebrand Project is the world’s leading organization dedicated to the presentation and 

exploration of the thought and witness of Dietrich von Hildebrand. An original philosopher, ardent 

Christian, fierce foe of Nazism, and fervent champion of beauty, von Hildebrand defends the 

timeless truths of our Western patrimony while at the same time eagerly receiving and enriching 

the insights of modernity. For more information, please visit www.HildebrandProject.org. 

Order Now 

Intended for the student of philosophy and for the average reader  

as well, the presentation is interesting, clear and concrete. . ..  

The author takes a fresh look at the data and invites the reader  

to do the same along with him. Original, incisive and profound.  
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