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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER RECEIVES FUNDS TO EXPAND  
SERVICES TO END HIV IN NORTHWEST HOUSTON 

 
HOUSTON (September 26, 2022) The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

awarded $975,000 over three years to Spring Branch Community Health Center (SBCHC) to 

expand HIV prevention services in Houston. SBCHC is one of 64 health center recipients in 20 

states, and one of three in the state of Texas to receive such funding. As part of the Ending the 

HIV Epidemic (EHE) initiative, SBCHC will use these funds to expand access to medication to 

prevent HIV (including Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and related services), connect Persons 

Living With HIV (PLWH) to care, and ensure that services are well coordinated. Researchers 

have found that PrEP is an effective HIV prevention tool for reducing or eliminating HIV 

transmission among individuals at high risk for acquiring HIV disease. Besides expanding PrEP 

access and coordinating care to help high-risk HIV-negative patients adhere to its effective 

regimen, SBCHC will organize community outreach activities and venue-based events to attract 

and enroll community members in the program and raise awareness of HIV, PrEP, post-

exposure prophylaxis (PEP), and other methods to reduce HIV infection risk. 

 

An important component of the SBCHC program will be HIV testing so that individuals will be 

aware of their current serostatus through culturally appropriate approaches in order to engage 

communities at risk for HIV. SBCHC will also offer integrated HIV/STI testing to reduce the 

stigma of HIV disease and to promote the acceptance of HIV testing as part of general primary 

care by bundling HIV/STI testing with other needed laboratory work. The program also includes 

a Workforce Development component to support education for SBCHC providers and staff, 
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clinical consultation, peer coaching, and other technical assistance and training to ensure 

patients receive state of the art care that maintains or improves health outcomes. 

 

“SBCHC is committed to connecting all people to care in our service area,” says SBCHC CEO, 

Marlen J. Trujillo, Ph.D.  “We are looking forward to expanding HIV prevention services in 

Houston, and we are very grateful to the US Department of Health and Human Services for 

partnering with us to help prevent future cases of HIV/AIDS in the communities we serve.” 

 

A core element of the program focuses on the connection between prevention, care, and 

treatment in reducing new infections, improving the health of PLWH, and reducing the stigma 

and discrimination associated with HIV disease. Through this EHE project, SBCHC plans to serve 

more than 700 patients, especially Hispanic men who have sex with men and heterosexuals at 

high-risk for acquiring HIV/STI residing in priority Zip Codes; no one, however, will be refused 

services.  

 

For more information, see the HHS Ending the HIV Epidemic website: 

https://www.hiv.gov/federal-response/ending-the-hiv-epidemic/overview  

 

ABOUT SPRING BRANCH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

Spring Branch Community Health Center (SBCHC) is a 501c(3) non-profit, Federally Qualified Health 
Center (FQHC) dedicated to promoting public health by providing quality health services to uninsured 
and underinsured residents of Houston. The agency’s Mission is "to increase the number of healthy 
families in our community by providing high quality, comprehensive health services." Established 
eighteen years ago by a coalition of community supporters to take strategic action to reduce area 
healthcare disparities, SBCHC opened their first clinic in May 2004 and by 2005 was designated an FQHC. 
In December 2012, SBCHC joined the elite 10% of national FQHCs that hold both Joint Commission Gold 
Seal Accreditation and Patient-Centered Medical Home certifications. SBCHC is the primary FQHC in the 
West and Northwest areas of Houston, and currently operates eight health centers and two Mobile 
Health Units to provide culturally competent, linguistically appropriate, patient-centered medical, 
dental, behavioral health and Housing Support services to residents in need. For more information, visit 
www.sbchc.net. 
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